
A New President and New Administration 
What Does it Mean for Our Immigrant Community Members? 
 
In the weeks since the November election, many in our community have expressed concern, uncertainty, and 
fear about the future. These concerns largely focus on what actions the new administration may take 
regarding undocumented immigrants. 
 
Half Moon Bay will be hosting a community workshop on Wednesday, January 18, 2017, 6:30 pm at Adcock 
Community Center, 535 Kelly Avenue. This will be an opportunity to discuss immigrant concerns, provide 
updated information, offer connections to resource, tools, and immigrant assistance, and help people 
understand and exercise their rights. 
 
In the meantime, here are some of the key questions and answers that may help provide some clarity: 
 
1. What is the City of Half Moon Bay’s position on this issue? 

• Half Moon Bay stands in solidarity with those who may feel threatened. Here is our open letter to the 
community: 
 
We are diverse. We are united.  We stand together. Half Moon Bay is a diverse community, and we 
welcome, represent, and celebrate residents from all nationalities, religions, and cultures. We stand 
united and supportive of all residents of Half Moon Bay. The rich diversity of Half Moon Bay defines 
Half Moon Bay. All residents of Half Moon Bay are part of our community. The City denounces any 
attempt to intimidate, threaten, or otherwise marginalize members of our community. We stand 
together with all in our community to support and assist those who may feel threatened. We pledge 
solidarity and assurance that our City is, and will remain, a welcoming, safe, and secure place for 
families to live and thrive together. 

 
The City of Half Moon Bay has zero tolerance of prejudice, racism, bigotry, hatred, bullying, and 
violence. The Mayor, Councilmembers, and City staff are committed to treating everyone with respect. 
We will not allow hateful acts to exist in our community. We call on the members of our community to 
continue our long tradition of acceptance and respect for all people in Half Moon Bay so that they feel 
accepted and safe, and ask that together, we commit to: 

o Actively denounce any attempt to intimidate, threaten, or otherwise marginalize members of 
our community. 

o Communicate and practice zero tolerance of prejudice, racism, bigotry, hatred, bullying, and 
violence. 

o Speak and act with respect for all persons. 
o Work together to identify and undertake actions in the near and longer term to address 

community members’ needs for security and to help empower all residents to become 
confident and effective citizens and contributors to our own and our community’s well-being. 

 
We commit to this course with our community not because the law requires it, but because it’s the right 
and neighborly thing to do if we want to be a genuinely better, stronger, and more successful community. 
 
The City does not collect any data that might be accessible to ICE or other federal agencies for the purpose 
of immigration enforcement. 

 
2. Will the Sheriff’s Office enforce federal immigration laws? 

• Half Moon Bay contracts with the Sheriff’s Office for law enforcement services. The Sheriff’s Office 
provides detention facilities for the whole County; thus, the City does not contract for detention 
services. The Sheriff’s law enforcement services do not directly investigate or enforce immigration 
laws, and does not inquire about, investigate, or report to ICE on an individual’s immigration status. 

 



• It is the federal immigration agencies who have primary jurisdiction and responsibility for the 
enforcement of immigration laws, and the State of California leaves direct enforcement of immigration 
laws to those federal agencies. 

• The City and the Sheriff’s Office share a strong interest in ensuring that any community members who 
are victims of or witnesses to crime may confidently come forward and cooperate with the Sheriff’s 
Office without fear of being reported to immigration officials.   

• Half Moon Bay and the Sheriff’s Office maintain the principles of building strong relationships of 
mutual respect and trust with community members, regardless of their immigration status. 

• ICE may ask the Sheriff’s Office for notification of the scheduled release of detainees of interest to that 
agency, and the Sheriff’s Office is obligated to provide that information. 

• The Sheriff will not keep someone in jail beyond their scheduled release based only on a requested 
“immigration hold” from ICE. 

 
3. What should I do if I am the victim of a hate crime, if I know someone who is a victim, or if I’m a witness 

to a hate crime? 
• With the reported increase in racial, religious, and nationality-based hate crimes being committed 

across the country, it’s even more important that these incidents are reported immediately to the 
police at 911 (emergencies) or 650-726-8286 for non-emergencies. Incidents at schools should be 
reported to the school administration.  

• Residents can report graffiti through the Graffiti Abatement Hotline at (650) 712-7310, press 2, or via 
email at graffiti@co.sanmateo.ca.us. 

 
4. What are some of the organizations that can assist me with immigration or citizenship questions? 
 

San Mateo County Office of 
Immigrant Support & Coordination 
 

650-802-6499 
http://hsa.smcgov.org/oisc  
 

Information on legal services resources, 
social services available to immigrant 
residents, and available ESL classes 

International Institute of the Bay 
Area 

650-780-7530 
2600 Middlefield Road, Redwood 
City 
www.iibayarea.org 

Legal services for immigrants 

Catholic Charities 
 

650-295-2160 
36 37th Avenue 
San Mateo 
www.catholiccharitiessf.org 

Assistance to immigrants to help them 
understand the immigration law and to 
know their rights under the law  
 

Coastside Hope 
 

650-726-9071 
99 Avenue Alhambra #1089,  
El Granada 
www.coastsidehope.com 

Support to clients and their families 
who live and work on the Coastside and 
are seeking permanent residency 

La Raza Centro Legal 
 

415-575-3500 
474 Valencia Street, Suite 295,  
San Francisco 
www.lrcl.org/legal-services 
 

Assistance to low-income, immigrant 
and Spanish-speaking residents who are 
petitioning for family members to this 
country, applying for legal residency or 
citizenship, renewing their green card 
and work permits and fighting 
deportation, and other services 

Bay Area Legal Aid (650) 358-0745 
1048 El Camino Real, Suite A,  
Redwood City 
https://baylegal.org 

Legal assistance for immigrants, families 
living in poverty, seniors, individuals 
with disabilities, veterans, and survivors 
of domestic violence 

Community Legal Services in East 
Palo Alto 

(650) 326-6440 
1861 Bay Road, East Palo Alto 
www.clsepa.org 
 

Legal assistance to low-income 
individuals and families including 
housing, immigration, and economic 
advancement. 

 


